ANNE ROWLAND: It's Breaking Apart Like Nothing You've Ever Seen
V. Exhibition
September 1 - October 18, 2026

Spinning as fast as you can in circles, arms outstretched, you watch the world blur—trees become
abstract shapes, colors intensify, and familiar surroundings transform. When you finally hit the ground,

dizzy and disoriented, the world around you bends into something simultaneously familiar and new.

It's Breaking Apart Like Nothing You've Ever Seen features fourteen new works by Anne Rowland, each

transforming a real location into something otherworldly.

| work with aerial imagery from Google Maps’ “Satellite View.” | begin by making
hundreds of screenshots and then assemble them in Photoshop into a large, legible
aerial view of a location. This composite becomes the ground from which the image is
transformed with software.

Through processes of stretching, warping, and reworking, the source material slowly
departs from its origin. Recognizable geographies loosen and reorganize themselves into
something more ambiguous. | manipulate the imagery, looking for the moment when
something unexpected or foreign emerges out of it, unstable and turbulent.

These pictures exist at the intersection of photography, software, and painting. The
photographic component is the machine-made aerial image itself. Software operates
throughout the process: in the primary automated capture of the satellite imagery, in its
assembly for online viewing, in my secondary act of capture through screenshots, and
finally in the digital manipulation that shapes the image into its finished form. The result
is a picture that begins as a kind of documentation and ends up as an abstract invention.

~Anne Rowland
Anne Rowland received a Bachelor of Fine Arts from the joint program at the School of the Museum of

Fine Arts, Boston, MA, and Tufts University, Medford, MA, with additional studies at the California
Institute of the Arts, Valencia, CA. After splitting her time between rural Virginia and New York City from



2005 to 2019, she relocated full time to Virginia in 2019. This is Rowland’s fourth solo presentation at
HEMPHILL since 2006.

It's Breaking Apart Like Nothing You've Ever Seen is the fifth in an ongoing series of virtual exhibitions

presented by Hemphill Artworks.

HEMPHILL was founded in 1993 in Washington DC. As we celebrate our thirty-third year, we look back on
over 300 exhibitions and cherished relationships with artists, collectors, and art enthusiasts. We feel
thankful, yet introspective. We move forward in presenting more effective ways for you to experience art,
by beginning a program of events tailored for more personal contact with notable artists and artworks.

We aim to bring collectors and art lovers into an enhanced engagement with art.
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